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   Followers of the annual legislative session are aware that pieces of legislation (also referred to as bills down under the gold dome) are not the only means of getting ideas into law or on the ballot, but many citizens may not be. 
   Amendments to the state constitution or consideration of ratification of amendments to the United States Constitution and many others are introduced and acted upon by concurrent resolution. It takes a two-thirds vote in both the Senate and the House to propose amendments to the Colorado Constitution. When ratification of amendments to the United States Constitution is considered, a simple majority in the Senate is required, but in the House, it requires a two-thirds vote. 
   Senate Concurrent Resolution 12-002 would refer a constitutional amendment to the voters of Colorado at the 2012 general election, which if approved would authorize “the creation of a lottery for state veterans assistance. The State Lottery Division would be required to market and advertise the new lottery, and create the State Veterans Assistance Grant Fund. The amendment to the Colorado Constitution, if approved, would require the General Assembly to “enact legislation to facilitate the operation of the provisions.” 
   A broad range of needs for all United States veterans in Colorado would be addressed; examples include employment counseling, training and assistance; providing housing assistance for veterans in need; counseling veterans who are suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder or traumatic brain injuries; and providing suicide prevention assistance. 
   According to the State Conditional Impact Analysis, “net proceeds from lottery games established under the proposed constitutional amendment will be distributed to benefit veterans. The “conditional” fiscal impact analysis is noted because the measure is subject to voter approval. 
   The Senate State, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee referred SCR 12-002 to the Committee on Appropriations by a narrow 3-2 vote. Senators Betty Boyd, D-Jefferson, and Tim Neville, R-Jefferson, voted against referral of the resolution. 
House Bill 12-1339: The Colorado Benefits Management System (CBMS) has been a scandalous blight on the state since its beginning in 2004. The scandalous tab is now at more than $300 million, with HB 1339 proposing to throw another $17 million into the black hole, and that is already known to not be enough to solve the problems. 
   The funds are to go to what is basically described as a “project to modernize the CBMS and to implement a system of oversight for the project.” As a reminder, the significance of the CBMS is that it is used to “determine eligibility for a number of programs in the Department of Human Services (DHS) and Department of Health Care Policy and Financing (DHCPF) including Medicaid, food assistance, and Colorado Works, among others.” 
   Last July, federal auditors for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services issued a warning that Colorado was in danger of losing Medicaid money if the system was not fixed, noting there had been no significant improvement in five years. 
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 12-1339: Representatives Jon Becker, R-Adams, Cheyenne, Crowley, Kiowa, Kit Carson, Lincoln, Morgan, Washington, Yuma, 866-2906; and Senator Kent Lambert, R-El Paso, 866-4835. 
House Bill 12-1099:  Sponsored by one of the more colorful and “non-typical” members of the General Assembly, Representative Wes McKinley (occupation: Cowboy), the subject matter of HB 1099 is on a par with its sponsor. HB 1099 concerns the “establishment of an industrial hemp remediation pilot program to study Phytoremediation through the growth of hemp on contaminated soil.” 
   The fiscal impact statement prepared by the Colorado Legislative Council Staff defines industrial hemp as “any variety of the plant Cannabis that contains no more than three-tenths of one percent of tetrohydrocannabinols (THC), whether growing or not. THC is the psychoactive component of cannabis.” 
   HB 1099, if passed and enacted, would create the Industrial Hemp Remediation Pilot Program with the tasked purposed of studying how contaminated soils and water can be cleaned through the growth of industrial hemp. 
   A seven-member committee would be responsible for designing the pilot program and for nominating contaminated sites for cleanup. Growing and possessing industrial hemp for the pilot program are permitted under this bill, but can only begin after the Commissioner of Agriculture approves at least one location, a security system is in place and a plan is in place to clean up any remaining toxic chemicals at the location at the conclusion of the pilot program. 
   Note:  The bill specifies no General Fund moneys are to be used to implement the pilot program which must be funded through gifts, grants and donations sufficient to fund the program. The U.S Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) “requires hemp seed inventories be maintained and that 10-foot high, 10-gauge wire mesh fencing be installed around the plants.” 
   Prior to referral to the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation, the bill was significantly amended, as in everything below the enacting clause was stricken, and completely rewritten. 
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 12-1099:  Representative Wes McKinely, D-Baca, Bent, Huerfano, Las Anima, Otero, Prowers, 866-2398. No sponsor as yet in the Senate. 
House Bill 12-1343:  Who knew Colorado had a “State Rail Bank Fund? One has to wonder about other such funds lurking in the “bowels” of state finances! 
   HB 1343 concerns transfers of moneys from the State Rail Bank Fund to Colorado’s General Fund. This is one that should generate scrutiny of all state funds and question the necessity. Here’s why. 
   Within the purview of the General Assembly is allocating General Fund dollars to the State Rail Bank Fund for the acquisition of abandoned railroads in Colorado. The fund is also used for the acquisition, maintenance, improvement or disposal of rail lines or rights-of-way.” 
   Heretofore and for just how many years/decades have such funds have been in existence, and to the tune of how many millions, as essential programs for the elderly, children and adults with disabilities and the homeless are cut every year. 
   HB 98-1395 appropriated $10.2 million for purchase of the Towner Rail Line, a short-line freight railroad running from Towner to N.A. Junction (the “98” in HB 98-1395 indicates the 1998 legislative session). Towner (population about 4,000 people) is located near the Colorado-Kansas state line in southeastern Colorado. The purchase was completed in late 2011 for approximately $9.4 million. As of the date of the fiscal impact analysis, the State Rail Bank Fund had an estimated $9,356,000.00 in it which is to be transferred to the General Fund.
Lead Sponsors of House Bill 12-1343:  Representative Cheri Gerou, R-Jefferson, 866-2582; and Senator Mary Hodge, D-Adams, 866-4855.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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